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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 3370 
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TAGS: PFOR, KS, US 

SUBJECT: CSM CORRESPONDENT ELIZABETH POND NO LONGER WELCOME IN ROK 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER LHO SHIN-YONG CALLED IN CHARGE MAY 28 TO PASS 
WORD THAT ROKG WILL NO LONGER WELCOME VISITS TO KOREA BY TOKYO- 
BASED CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR CORRESPONDENT ELIZABETH POND. LHO 
SAID ROKG DEEPLY REGRETTED NECESSITY TO EXCLUDE MISS POND FROM 
KOREA. HOWEVER, ANALYSIS BY GOVT AGENCIES HAD DISCLOSED THAT 12 
OUT OF 15 OF HER ARTICLES CONTAIN "SLANDEROUS" MATERIAL ON ROK AND 
PRESIDENT PARK. IN CHARACTERIZING MAY 22 ARTICLE ENTITLED "SOUTH 
KOREA’S NEW TROUBLES" AS ESPECIALLY OFFENSIVE. LHO SINGLED OUT 
PARAGRAPH WHICH STATES THAT SOME SOUTH KOREANS HAD BEEN ASKING 
WHETHER PRESIDENT PARK REALLY IS IN LEAGUE WITH THE COMMUNISTS 
AND IS DOING WHAT WILL HELP THEM THE MOST. ROKG HAD DECIDED IT 
COULD NOT TOLERATE SUCH REFERENCES TO CHIEF OF STATE AND HAD THERE- 
FORE DECIDED THAT MISS POND WOULD NO LONGER BE WELCOME TO COME 
HERE. 

2. LHO SAID ROK AMBASSADOR HAHM HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO EXPLAIN 
REASON FOR ROKG ACTION DIRECTLY TO DEPT. AMB HAHM HAS ALSO BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO GO PERSONALLY TO CSM HEADQUARTERS AND MAKE SIMILAR 
EXPLANATION TO CSM MANAGEMENT. HE WILL STATE THAT EXCLUSION 
APPLIES ONLY TO MISS POND, NOT OTHER CSM CORRESPONDENTS. 
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3. ACCORDING LHO, ROK AMBASSADOR IN TOKYO HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
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INVITE MISS POND TO VISIT EMBASSY, AND TO INFORM HER THAT SHE IS 
NO LONGER WELCOME IN KOREA AND THAT HER VISA SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
NULL AND VOID. HIS INSTRUCTIONS DID NOT STATE HE SHOULD ATTEMPT TO 
ALTER PASSPORT VISA. LHO SAID ROKG HOPED THAT MISS POND WOULD 
ACCEPT ITS DECISION. HE ASSUMED THAT SHE WOULD SIMPLY BE DEPORTED 
SHOULD SHE AGAIN ATTEMPT TO ENTER KOREA. 

4. IN RESPONSE CHARGE QUERY, LHO WAS EVASIVE WITH RESPECT TO LEVEL 

AT WHICH ROK DECISION HAD BEEN MADE, SAYONG ONLY THAT BASIC RECOMM- 
ENDATION HAD BEEN MADE BY FOREIGN AND INFORMATION MINISTRIES AND 
ACCEPTED BY "HIGHER AUTHORITY." HE SAID THAT ROKG DID NOT INTEND 
PUBLICIZE THIS ACTION BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT CSM PROBABLY WOULD. HE 
LIKEWISE ACKNOWLEDGED PROBABILITY THAT ACTION WOULD DRAW CRITICAL 
COMMENT FROM AMERICAN AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL PRESS BUT SAID THAT 
THIS HAD BEEN CAREFULLY CONSIDERED IN COURSE OF DECISION PROCESS. 

5. CHARGE SAID IT REGRETTABLE THAT LATEST POND ARTICLE CONTAINED 
MATERIAL REFLECTING ADVERSELY ON PRESIDENT PARK, BUT THAT IT 
EQUALLY REGRETTABLE ROKG HAD FOUND IT NECESSARY TO TAKE STEP THAT 
WOULD BE WIDELY INTERPRETED AS ABRIDGEMENT OF PRESS FREEDOM. 

6. SUGGEST EMBASSY AND DEPT TAKE FOLLOWING LINE IN EVENT PRESS 
QUERIES: "WE WERE MADE AWARE OF THE ROKG INTENTIONS TOWARD MISS 
POND. WE HAVE DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH THE ROKG AND INFORMED THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. WE WILL HAVE NO FURTHER COMMENT ON THIS 
SUBJECT AT THIS TIME." 

ERICSON 
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